
 

 

 

This document provides a scanned copy of the booklet “Under the Southern 

Cross – a tour in New Zealand”, which was published by the New Zealand 

Shipping Co. Ltd. for the 1924 British Empire Exhibition. It reproduces a number 

of articles written by the British journalist, Fenton Macpherson, which had been 

published in “The Daily Chronicle” newspaper, based on a trip he made with his 

wife to New Zealand. 

The purpose of the booklet was to show visitors to the New Zealand Pavilion at 

the Exhibition the opportunities that the country had to offer to ‘sturdy, self-

reliant and hard-working’ British migrants. It was also aimed at potential tourists 

(those who could afford it!), and begins with a description of the 5-6 week 

steamship voyage from England to Wellington, via the West Indies, the Panama 

Canal and the South Pacific ocean. The information, photographs, maps and 

reports of conversations that Macpherson had with a variety of people, help to 

paint a picture of what “the Dominion” of New Zealand was like in the 1920’s. 

 

 

The British Empire Exhibition (“BEE”) was held at Wembley, in North-West 

London, and brought together 56 countries and territories across the world, 

which ‘owed allegiance to the British flag’, to get to know each other better, and 

to improve trade between them. To celebrate the BEE’s 40th anniversary, 

Wembley History Society set out to collect material from the Exhibition as a 

permanent record of the event. Hundreds of items were donated in 1964, and 

you can see the Society’s stamp and accession number for this leaflet on its 

cover.  

Wembley is now part of the London Borough of Brent. This leaflet has been 

catalogued by Brent Archives (website at: www.brent.gov.uk/archives ) as part 

of the Wembley History Society Collection, with the reference number  

WHS / 0 / 1 / 12 / 43 (marked in pencil at the top of the first page). 

 

http://www.brent.gov.uk/archives


 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


