Ernest Trobridge — “the Compressed Green Wood Construction” leaflet

While running a market garden at Haydon House, Kingsbury, during the second half of the First
World War (to provide food for his vegetarian family, while there was little work for him as an

architect), Ernest Trobridge was
working on ideas to provide cheap
but comfortable homes for ordinary
people, once the war was over. His
study of the rate at which freshly
cut timber shrank, as it dried out,
led him to devise a new method
of constructing wooden homes,
which he then applied to patent.

By the end of 1919, he was ready
to launch his “compressed green
wood” ideas, by both building an
estate of his thatched wooden
cottages on a field he had bought
in Kingsbury, and to design houses
that could be built by others using
his method.
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PROVISIONAL SPECIFICATION,
No. 23,012, A.D. 1919

Improvements in Buildings and in Floors and Walls therefor.

I, Ersest  Gumonen  TROBRINGE,
Avehitect, of Haydon House, Hoy Lane,
Kingsbury, London, N.W. 9, do Lereby
declaxe the nature of this invention to be

5 s follows:—

This invention consists primaxily in
an improved method of constructing
wooden floors and walls, und possesses
the advantages (1) thet it enables

10 l.msensuned funber to be used whilst sgill

in a green condition, (2) it enabl

ing in materinls, transportution, e, and
it applied olso to walls, enables dwelling 33
houses to be built wholly or chiefly of
timber not usually employed, such as elm,
which often ‘ean bo found locally but in
any case is available in considerable
quantities within tne realn. 40
Moxeoyer, nnsmueh as it dispenses with
ponetrable material and cvevices, it pro-
vides o dwelling which will be to that
extant pr'o?lf against vermin.

normally unsuilable iimbers to be
employed, and (8) it provides an integral
solid Hlooving or’ wall possessing groai

15 strength derived fromn arch aciion and

adapted to disperse the totul ‘stresses over
a wide area,

y, the nv ists in 45
making o flooring o wall, either wholly
or in part, of wedge-shaped hoards, and
preferably of green or unseasoned wood,
the sizes of the boards being predetermined
according to the kmown coofficient of 50
shrinkuge of the wood employed so s

Trobridge was invited by the “Daily Mail” newspaper to include one of his designs as a “show
house” in their Ideal Home Exhibition, held at Olympia in February 1920. He gladly took up

e

and weather proof’

brick-built house of the same dimensions’

), and would be ‘fire pfo

this opportunity to publicise
the advantages of his new
building method, and the
photograph aside shows his
exhibit.

He produced a leaflet on
‘the Compressed Green
Wood Construction”, for
the exhibition. It set out how
what might be seen as
an old-fashioned idea was
actually ‘the most practical
solution of the housing
problem yet offered’. It
could be built quickly and
cheaply (‘half the price of a

of, damp proof, vermin proof

Brent Archives holds several copies of the leaflet in its Trobridge Collection, at reference
19794/ ADM /2 / 1. A facsimile copy of this interesting leaflet is set out on the following pages:
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olete control 1s effected, the section exhibited 1S
somewhat unsuitable for demonstration purposes.
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limited space, the cantilevers | € t.éfﬁf.‘"i.l'-?ﬁ; be cut in
half. Again, floors constructed of green timber

ought not to be used to any extent

weeks.




