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Ernest Trobridge – “the Compressed Green Wood Construction” leaflet 

 

While running a market garden at Haydon House, Kingsbury, during the second half of the First 

World War (to provide food for his vegetarian family, while there was little work for him as an 

architect), Ernest Trobridge was 

working on ideas to provide cheap 

but comfortable homes for ordinary 

people, once the war was over. His 

study of the rate at which freshly 

cut timber shrank, as it dried out, 

led him to devise a new method  

of constructing wooden homes, 

which he then applied to patent.  

By the end of 1919, he was ready 

to launch his “compressed green 

wood” ideas, by both building an 

estate of his thatched wooden 

cottages on a field he had bought 

in Kingsbury, and to design houses 

that could be built by others using 

his method. 

Trobridge was invited by the “Daily Mail” newspaper to include one of his designs as a “show  

house” in their Ideal Home Exhibition, held at Olympia in February 1920. He gladly took up  

this opportunity to publicise 

the advantages of his new 

building method, and the 

photograph aside shows his 

exhibit.  

He produced a leaflet on  

“the Compressed Green 

Wood Construction”, for 

the exhibition. It set out how 

what might be seen as  

an old-fashioned idea was 

actually ‘the most practical 

solution of the housing 

problem yet offered’. It 

could be built quickly and 

cheaply (‘half the price of a 

brick-built house of the same dimensions’), and would be ‘fire proof, damp proof, vermin proof 

and weather proof’! 

Brent Archives holds several copies of the leaflet in its Trobridge Collection, at reference  

19794 / ADM / 2 / 1. A facsimile copy of this interesting leaflet is set out on the following pages: 
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