The British Empire Exhibition, 1924/25

The event which probably had the most
i mportant ef fect on
the British Empire Exhibition of 1924/25. The
idea for a great exhibition, to show off the
industry and natural resources of the British
Empire, was first suggested before the First
World War. In 1919 the Prince of Wales
agreed to be President of the organising
committee for an exhibition whose aim was
6. .. t all waanawb hllegiance to the
British flag to meet on common ground and .
| ear n t o k n o w By ¥E2lhthe 0,
former pleasure grounds at Wembley Park
had been chosen as the place to hold it,
within easy reach of Central London and with
a good railway service.

A colour illustration of the India Pavilion,
from the lakeside gardens, in 1925 >

The Prince was keen that the scheme should include 6 @ r e a't nati onalsospol
work began on the Empire Stadium in January 1922. Local roads were made wider, and

extra platforms were added at Wembley Park station. The concrete stadium was finished in

time for the F.A. Cup Final in April 1923, but building the rest of the site took longer. It was

not until 23 April 1924 that King George V came to Wembley to announce: 0 | decl ar e
Ex hi bi t i iothe fisstpegenradio broadcast by a British monarch, and visitors began to

flock to the exhibition from all over the country, and around the world.

< A 1924 |eaflet advertising
the Exhibition,

and the 1925 edition
(Spanish version) >
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l Ma | e s@owemrsent as well as from
(1* almost every country in the British
Empire. There were also gardens and
a lake, a bandstand, places to eat,
shops and a large amusement park.
Two innovative transport systems,
ARaddkod cars (a sort
and the Never Stop Railway
' n] it % (propelled by a continuous spiral
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< Plan showing the Exhibition site in 1924

An aerial view across the
Exhibition, looking from the
north-east, with the amuse-
ment park in the foreground
and stadium in the distance >

Spectacular shows were put on in the stadium throughout the exhibition, including a Pageant
of Empire and a very popular Wild West Rodeo Championships. There were also a number
of concerts with choirs and massed bands, together with other displays by the military and
youth organisations.

< Looking

up Kingsway
(re-named
Olympic Way in
1948) towards the
stadium, in 1924
with the Palace
of Industry on
the right.

(See the reverse
view, as itisin
2012, on page 5.)




The 17 million visitors, who came to the Exhibition in 1924 from all over Britain and beyond to

learn about the world, saw some remarkable sights. Many of the national pavilions had been
designed in the architectural styles of the countries they represented . Bur madés buil
entered over a wooden bridge, carved by craftsmen in that country, which copied the Arakan
Pagoda 1in Mandal ay, whil e Sarawakos pavilior
materials. Hong Kong built a complete Chinese street, with traders selling silk, toys, ivory
carvings and other goods from their island. Inside the walls of the West Africa exhibit was a

village of thatched huts, where people from Nigeria, the Gold Coast (now Ghana) and Sierra

Leone showed how they produced woven, carved and leather crafts and grew cocoa, rubber

and nuts. Palestine, then a British
protectorate following the First World

War, used its pavilion to introduce Jaffa
oranges to England for the first time,
creating an export market for itself.
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< The Palestine Pavilion in 1924, with
* the stadium and the walls of the
West Africa exhibit behind it.

A Buddhist shrine at the Burma Pavilion. >

The Palaces of Engineering and Industry, designed
to showcase British manufactured products, were
much plainer buildings, but covered huge areas. The
13-acre Palace of Engineering had five full-sized
railway lines within it to help bring in the larger
exhibits from the shipbuilding and other heavy
industries in which the country lead the world at that
ti me. The section of roatil
transport was the forerunner of later Motor Shows,
with all of the latest models of cars, goods vehicles
buses, motorbikes and bicycles on display.

< A view down one of the many aisles
inside the Palace of Engineering in
1924, with the Vickers Armstrong
armaments stand front right.



